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compact South Mumbai

office into a multifaceted |5
space for a lawfirm, which =
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An informal lounge has been
created at the entrance of the
home, replete with snug gre;
stainless steel centre tablg;
rough Cudappah stone f
Through the small wing
thesofa onegetsag
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Ankita Sweety and
Pratyoosh Chandan
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ther it's rapid

urbanization, family

expansion, or a need

for renewed vitality

—therevampof a

home is imperative,
and the reasons are varied. Change came
knocking at the doors of the Pores 34
residence inhibited by the CM Jain and his
family too. Bought in 1980, Pores 34 was a
newly constructed home in a quaint and
peaceful neighbourhood in western Delhi. Over
the years, the locality turned into a chaotic,
busy one while the grandiose duplex found
itself in desperate need of a remodel. In order
to keep up with the demands of the present,
parters Ankita Sweety and Pratyoosh
Chandan of An-V-Thot Architects were
commissioned to give the space a complete
designoverhaul and expanditto
accommodate the client’s soon-to-be-wedded
son and daughter-in-law.

The home was to be warm and inviting, yet
have a distinct character. The client’s son
Pulkit expressed the need for a space that was
tranquil and yet fitted in with its stimulating
environs. With this brief in mind, Ankita and
Pratyoosh set about conceptualizing a space
that was free of spatial clutter and confusing
circulation and which reverberated with a
contemporary design.Though the age of the
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construction and the thick overbearing walls
posed a challenge to the architects, the plan
was to incorporate an open plate structure
which would let the house breathe.

After careful study of the existing structure,
the walls were painstakingly dismantled and
negative spaces were put to use. The lower
floor was divided into a living room, lounge,
kitchen and dining area, powder room,and a
master bedroom with a walk-in wardrobe and
master bath.

As one enters the house, a large white jaali
commands attention and simultaneously
connectsthe first and second floors visually. It
acts as a partition between the dining area and
the lobby, after which it travels vertically to
transform into the railing on the first floor. The
informal lounge area has relaxed, spacious feel
toit, with plush deep grey sofas adding a sense
of cosiness. The entire floor and front wall is
layered with rough Cuddapah stone inits
natural form, complemented by linear bands of
wallpaper at the ceiling level. Colourful
artefacts dispense vibrancy around. In
contrast, the living room exhibits a formal
outlook through the use of dark wood and
dark brown leather sofas. Two centre tables, a
few tall artefacts and some green planters
help decorate this space. The false ceiling has
been kept subtle with the use of a wallpaper-
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wrapped floating roof combined with linear TOP
bands of wooden frames that add warmth. '
Right behind the joali screen is a 10-seater

ABOVE " .
dining table with back-lit, laser-cut Corian o

topped with glass. The same design finds
reflections in the ceiling, creating a visual
connect. The dining areaoverlooks the
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kitchen, which hosts a wide island counter —
finished using blue composite — and two
high-rise chairs. Shades of grey have been
used in the form of overhead and under-
counter storage, while the back splash made
from toughened blue lacquered glass adds
vibrant relief to the neutral palette. Carefully
placed accessories form focal points
throughout the house, giving each spacea
unique personality. The central lobby, for
example, has been accentuated with a linear
rug, a designer curvilinear chair made of SS
and scarlet leather and an antique studio light
past. Suspended storage with a wooden finish
and a six-foot-wide painting with splashes of
colours form additional visual interest.

The two original bedrooms at the rear of the
house on the first floor were combined into a
single master bedroom. A terrace-cum-
courtyard with a vertical garden has been

MATERIALS

Flooring Wood, rough Cudappah, Italian

Diana, Dark Emperador Italian stone Walls

Rough Cuddapah, wallpaper, toughened

lacquered glass, black tiles, veneer, MDF ABOVE 10 i
panels Ceiling Gypsum false ceiling, :
wallpaper, wood, Corian panels
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pulled inside and helps bring indirect sunlight
into the south-west-facing space. The
bedroom also houses a private sit-out, a study,
and a walk-in wardrobe — replete with a
warm carpeted floor and hanging lights —
which leads to the private washroom. This
comes equipped with a jacuzzi, WC and shower
area while the flooring and walls are covered in
dark Emperador Italian marble.

On the upper floor, the spatial configuration
comprises a foyer with a waiting area, guest
room with an attached walk-in-wardrobe and
washroom, family lounge, meditation room,
multi-purpose room, a powder room and the
newlywed's bedroom cum lounge. To
accommodate the needs of the client's son
and his new bride, the bedroom was extended
in a linear fashion toinclude a living area witha
lounge and study within the room’s periphery.
Here the study-cum-wall extends to the ceiling
and finally drops at the floor, becoming a
library with show compartments. It divides the
space into two parts — a sleeping area with
the bed and a lounge with fixed seatingon a
raised platform. A courtyard placed in the
centre of the room is complemented by the
skylight positioned within the lounge area.

Since the central area of the house is
double-heighted, the architects endeavoured
to enhance the visual aura of thisspace. A
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dropped-down ceiling visibly decreased the
distance between the floors, so the hanging
ceiling was punctured to bring in natural light
from above, while all the faces were covered
with wallpaper to add drama. A custom-made
rectangular chandelier which appears to be
suspended in mid-air further accentuates
this vibe.

Through an approach that sought to de-clutter
and create volume through intelligent spatial
organization, An-V-Thot Architects gave an
ageing duplex a much needed facelift, bringing
it visually on a par with its newer neighbours
while accommodating the family's changing
needs. The house then is a true reflection of
the power of architecture to create spaces
that transcend trivialities to elevate and
celebrate the sense of being, &l

FACT FILE: project Pores 34
residence Location New Delhi Client CM
Jain Built-up area 5,000 sq ft Principal
architects Ankita Sweety, Pratyoosh
Chandan Design team Riddhima Sharma,
Shanmukh Sai, Sujata Phezong



